MOUTIERS-SAINT-JEAN 
The village of Moutiers-Saint –Jean is the site of a former monastery (or moutiers). A local saint, John of Rheaume (or Reome) began a monastic life nearby. After his death about the year 540, his followers moved his body to Moutiers, a more suitable location. One of the monks of this ancient abbey, Aurelian, wrote the first treatise applying the rules of Greek and Latin composers to the music of the Church. This happened about the year 850. Another date of great importance was about the year 1020, when the liturgical feast of the Blessed Trinity was inaugurated here. This monastery was partly destroyed at the time of the Revolution, and historic pieces of it, particularly from the chapel, were sold at public auction . Some of them reached museums in the United States. What remains has been turned over for housing. The Jardins du Coeur du Roy, the elegant abbey garden, a Renaissance design, can still be seen outside the walls of the monastic enclosure.


Claude Charles de Rochechouart de Chandenier (d. 1710), formerly abbot of l',Aumone, in the commune of La Colombe, in 1655 became the abbot of Moutiers-Saint-Jean. His life from 1650 to 1660 is frequently and easily confused with that of his brother Louis, the (titular) abbot of Tournus. Their mutual love and affection was such they did not wish to be separated, although each one was offered a bishopric. Both of them named Vincent, for whom they had a great respect, as their vicar general. He thus had responsibilities toward the abbeys that the brothers governed, here at Moutiers and at Tournus, which would have let him name pastors for the parishes dependent on Moutiers. Unfortunately, no documents to this effect survive. Vincent held these offices from October 1650 to June 1652. Claude died 18 May 1710, and Collet, Vincent’s second biographer, quotes the text of his long epitaph. (Vol. 1, pp. 584-88) In the chapel of the former hospital hangs a rare early portrait of Saint Vincent. The work of Simon Francois, it portrays Vincent in choir dress and was probably made for Claude de Chandenier. It may likewise have been painted for him by one of the monks of the monastery. Claude de Chandenier is buried in this chapel.


It is believed that, on missionary journeys, Vincent might have visited the abbey. Even so, this would have been before Claude de Chandenier became its titular abbot. Perhaps because of his visit, a Confraternity of Charity existed here beginning 4 June 1656. Daughters of Charity apparently worked for the Charity beginning in 1660. On 4 March 1681, the bishop of Langres authorized the opening of a hospital (now a retirement home), with the help of the Mesdames Vernot. The Daughters of Charity look up this work around 1710. During the Revolution, they remained, sometimes attending mass celebrated secretly in an attic. When the sisters withdrew from this house in the 1980s, they also left behind the famous portrait. In the former hospital, the pharmacy, with its antique containers for medicines, contains a porcelain pitcher and basin said to have belonged to Vincent, as well as a plate with an egg-cup and salt cellar attached, useful for serving the sick.


As a young girl, Catherine Labouré (1806- 1876) used to attend mass in the hospital chapel. The young Catherine did not see the portrait of Vincent, since the sisters kept it in their common room. The circular relief of him on the facade of the chapel, however, was presented only in 1868. In addition, a small statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary is still to be seen. This statue, similar to the painting in Catherine's parish church, before which she probably prayed as a child, was kept in the hospital chapel. Both the painting of Mary and the statue are based on a design by the popular sculptor Edme Bouchardon, the model that the archbishop of Paris chose for the Miraculous Medal.

A short distance north of Fain is Saint-Remy, home of Catherine’s aunt and uncle, the Jeanrots. After the latter’s death, and after the death of her own mother, Catherine lived with Aunt Marguerite (d. 1853) from the autumn of 1815 to early 1818. Because other relatives resided near by, Catherine has also been associated with visits to other villages: Vassy, Cormarin, and perhaps Senailly, her mother’s birthplace.
In the parish, church, a series of modern windows depicts events in the lives of local saints. These windows show Saints Benedict, Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac, and Catherine Laboure. She attended Sunday mass here and made her first communion in this church, 25 January 1818. The town now has fewer than 300 inhabitants.

FAIN-LÈS-MOUTIERS


A short distance away, up the D103 and astride an old crossroads, is Fain-lès-Moutiers. This was Catherine's home village. The Daughters of Charity have acquired her birthplace and some of the properly and now welcome retreatants and other guests. 
The home of the Labourés, one of the leading families of Fain, can be visited. The main room today was originally two rooms: the girls' room on one side and the other containing the kitchen and eating area, the center of the home. At one side is the original area where cheese was prepared; this has been left nearly as it was when the house was last purchased. After the death of Catherine’s mother and the departure of her older sister to enter the Daughters of Charity, Catherine took over the management of the family estate and was also a surrogate mother to her siblings. She was only twelve years old. Her parents’ bedroom preserves pictures and items of furniture either from the family itself (the original cradle, a wardrobe) or from the period. The boys lived upstairs. In the farmyard is the large dovecote, Catherine’s responsibility. The family raised the doves to sell in the market for their eggs and meat.


Across the road from the house is the Romanesque parish church. At various times the Laboure family cared for it. The infant Catherine was baptized here. A well-known and evocative painting of the Blessed Virgin (as the Immaculate Conception) is to be seen in the body of the church, where it has hung since before Catherine was born. It closely resembles the design on the Miraculous Medal. A side chapel was the special responsibility of her family. Stained glass windows in this chapel depict her and Saint Vincent de Paul. During his brief term as vicar of the abbot of Moutiers, Vincent was responsible for naming the pastor here. Records are lacking to show whether he ever named anyone. 
Catherine often walked along the road leading from Fain to Moutiers-Saint-Jean to attend daily mass since in her days no resident priest lived in the village. Fain today has about 150 inhabitants. 
When Catherine decided to enter the Daughters of Charity, she made her postulancy at the house in Chatillon-sur-Seine, at the source of the Seine some forty kilometers north of Fain. She had also stayed here from 1824 to 1826 with a cousin (7, rue Saint Vorles) before moving to Paris to help her brother as a waitress in his pub. She then returned to join the Sisters, but nothing remains of the house she entered on Rue de la Juiveries, except that its wrought-iron grilles are at the municipal library. After three months, in early 1830, she moved from here to Paris where she entered the novitiate at the Rue du Bac in mid-April. 
 (text taken from the book: John E. Rybolt, C.M., In the Footsteps of Vincent de Paul, A guide to Vincentian France, DePaul Publication Group, Chicago IL, 2007 pp. 374-379).
