TEMAS DE REFLEXIÓN 

AMM-INTERNACIONAL REFLECTION THEMES

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL

COURSE 2010-2011

YEAR FOR REVISING THE NATIONAL STATUTES

Theme  7
Virtues proper to the AMM: SERVICE TO THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

ESPECIALLY THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR
2 – REFLECTION on theme seven
These themes should be reflected upon

with the text of the General Statutes in hand.

The fourth virtue that defines the proper spirit of the Association is found in #13 of the General Statutes:

.

13. To serve: The members shall be willing to serve Christ in the poor and accompany them as Mary did with her cousin Elizabeth.  This is characteristic of every Vincentian vocation.
This supposes that the members of the Association will live a contemplative Vincentian spirit that leads them to live a life of charity and following Jesus, lead them to work for spiritual and corporal justice on behalf of the poor.
Service flows from the other three virtues and as such is the expression, the fruit of having lived these three virtues in an intense manner.  Those who in prayer have opened their heart to God will without a doubt share their heart with their sisters and brothers; they will proclaim the good news of this experience of God.  But they know that this evangelization will only be authentic if it is expressed in an authentic love of service of the sisters and brothers, especially those persons who are poor and if it is expressed in a way that reveals the value of the other virtues.
1 – A Marian Virtue

All the different gospel scenes in which we encounter Mary are expressions of her love and the handing over of herself: the Annunciation, the Visitation, Cana, Bethlehem, Calvary, the upper room … everything in Mary is handed over to God and to her sisters and brother and this is done through means of Jesus.  Mary lives for her Son but in him she finds herself united with humankind, especially with those men and women who are in need: human need (Cana and Elizabeth) as well as spiritual need (the beloved disciple, the apostles in the upper room, all of humankind).

Yes, we can say that Mary is the authentic servant of her sisters and brothers and is servant in accord with the gospel which invites us to live this same way of life.

There are not many explicit references in the gospels to Mary’s family life and yet it is very easy to imagine the relationships that existed between the family members who lived in that house in Nazareth.  Mary rejoiced in her life with Joseph and her son.  As her son grew in age and wisdom and grace, Mary most probably did not understand what was happening.  But she did know that all of this was the will of God and she accepted this mystery.  Frequently, a mother’s silence is the source of blessings and peace for the whole family.  Mary also knew how to be the servant in the home at Nazareth just as she was able to be a servant in the many other areas described in the gospels.
For reflection and dialogue:

-Mary gave of herself.  What is more perfect, give something to others or give oneself to others?

-In our relationships with others and as members of the Association we propose to be servants.  What are the difficulties that we encounter in living out this role?  How can we help one another to live out this role?
2 – A Vincentian Virtue

The great charism of the Vincentian Family consists of allowing ourselves to be evangelized by those persons who are in poor and doing this is such a way that those persons who are served experience themselves as our lords and masters.

We learn this from Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise.  They have taught us to build a society based on fraternity (this construction of society should be done from the perspective of love and justice) and to also build society based on the concern for and the joy of serving others, especially those persons who are poor.

The poor always reveal the face of Jesus Christ to us and invite us to serve Jesus in them.  Therefore, from the perspective of the Vincentian charism, we should always allow ourselves to be touched by human misery, including moral misery.  Behind this curtain is the Lord.  For this reason, like Mary we attempt to enter into the message of Jesus in order to better serve our sisters and brothers.
Give them something to eat.  These words of the gospel continually move our hearts.  It is food, material and spiritual food, that we always desire to have in our hands in order to be able to offer this food to others, regardless of who they might be (and yet we never deny our preference for the poor).

In this charism and perhaps through this charism, Mary wanted to appear as a disciple of Saint Vincent de Paul, a humble servant of the poor, a Daughter of Charity, Sister Catherine Laboure.  She spoke of her love for the Vincentian Family and wanted this family to better their life and customs so that they might be able to live out the charism in a better way.  She spoke about a priest of the Mission and entrusted to him the task of establishing this Association.  In the heart of this spiritual family of Vincent and Louise and Catherine, our Association is born so that its members might live the charism and the way of life of the Vincentian Family, thus spreading the message of openness to God which enables us to engage in a true encounter of love with the other members and as a result become authentic evangelizers in the midst of the world, servants of our brothers and sisters, particularly those persons who are poor.
For reflection and dialogue:

“To serve our sisters and brothers” in a Vincentian manner … this is a challenge for the Association.  Do you remember how Saint Vincent wants us to express our love to others, especially the poor? 

Vincent spoke about an “affective” and an “effective” love.  What does this mean and how can we live in this manner?
How can we cultivate and live this Vincentian perspective of the Association?

3 – A Virtue of the Association
The message of love that Mary offers us in the apparitions and especially in the Medal as well as her desire that an Association be established … these are clear signs that she is inviting us to enter into her way of life.  She is always united to God through pure love and in love she hands herself over to God for the good of all the children of God.
The handing over of herself is an invitation for us to live this generous contemplation in which she ponders all of humankind, in which she ponders us, men and women who are members of the Vincentian Family, and in particular men and women who are members of the Miraculous Medal Association.

Mary invites us to give the best of ourselves to others and to give without placing limits on this action, to give with the generosity of evangelical love.  Sure, we will always fall short of the mark but this reality should encourage us to be tireless in our service and to understand that we can always do more, much more.

For reflection and dialogue:

To draw near to others is to open our heart to others, but especially to those who are near to us.  We have to make ourselves known in the family, in the neighborhood or the parish because as members of the Association we have learned about this hospitality that we must always offer to others. Is this a reality in our group? If it is not what do we have to do to make this a reality?

In the Association we not only propose to be sincere models of this drawing near to others but we go even further.  We speak of “service” and “servants”  and this supposes a great ideal and so it would be good for us to dialogue about this and about the ways we can serve and be servants

Do we know, like Mary, how to draw near to the poor?

What means do we have at our disposal to see and analyze the concrete situation of the poor?  What means do we have at our disposal to evaluate our service actions?  Are we satisfied in give things like money and food … or do we give ourselves, our time, our friendship, our assistance, our joy? 
