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QUEEN OF THE FAMILY
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 On his recent trip to Malta, Benedict XVI asked that we pray to Mary “with the title Queen of the Family, a title added to the Litany of Loretto by my beloved predecessor Pope John Paul II.”  These words of the Pope were said shortly before ending his concluding visit on Sunday, April 18. 

Upon reading these titles, they sounded to me as an urgent call to discover Mary as a model or standard upon which to build the family from a solid foundation of the values represented by Mary of Nazareth.   I associated the words of the Pope with the practices of the Association in many countries for home visits: bulletins, informational pages, and materials or to encourage prayer and compassion transmitted by means of regular mail, e-mails, blogs, web pages, etc.
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 In effect they are like calls that enter into many homes.  They are lived calls in the hearts of family members that receive them, to let themselves be challenged by religious and human attitudes of this definite presence of Mary, symbolized  in the humble image that is in the chapel or on the pages or pictures that we send you.  It is necessary to discover that there is much more than a material image in a wooden chapel, in a printed paper or on the computer screen. It is someone that “is” there, to connect with the persons in the home to help them to reflect, to intervene, as a good mother caring for wounds, communicating abundant doses of strength, helping to surpass sadness and crises and inspiring real joy in the heart.  Her presence is always a true renewal.
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To understand our apostolate in this way is to value the role of the Virgin, as the authentic guide and queen of all those that live in the home.  This is so, because she teaches us to be truly human, in the practice of some social virtues in the commitment to build a world where we can live together.  However, above all, she teaches us to be attentive to God that makes great things in those that trust him, and he shows us the road, inviting us to do what Jesus tells us.  She is a power of strength and courage to face the trials, standing on her own feet, feeling the pain and showing us the strength of the triumphant glory, found in the decision to follow the path traced by her Son, Jesus Christ.
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At this time in which the family institution is being attacked from so many fronts, we need to raise our head and look at her.  She knew how to create a family.  She is family with all the apostles of Jesus.  In reality, we can invoke her in this way and that should be the message that our Association should take to all homes.
Fr. Enrique Rivas Vilas, C.M.

                                                                           Subdirector General
LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION IN COUNTRIES
BRAZIL

     Cristina Amaro, secretary of the group in Curitiba, sends us this news:

     “Because of the Easter celebrations, we had a meeting with persons on the street where we prayed in an environment of peace and hope.  It was a joyful gathering to feed the soul and also the body in sharing a delicious snack.  The party left us all grateful and content.”

They invite us to visit their blog:  www.ammregiaosul.blogspot.com

CHILE
 A simple news item shows us the walk of a city group, called “La Serena.”  This group was born, like the others, because of contact with the Daughters of Charity that worked in a city hospital until 2006.
The members of this group maintain their cheerfulness by the liveliness of their devotion to the Virgin that is shown at each Tuesday’s celebration, since they feel connected to the whole Association.   They have regular formation, assisted by the National Adviser, Sister Elena Arancibia, and by the Vincentian Fathers.   Their participation in the National Assemblies helps them to maintain their strong Marian and Vincentian spirituality.
MEXICO

A conference with the objective of ‘Reinforcing the Association by means of study and reflection over essentials and initiating a process for revision of the National Statutes’ was held at the 12th National Assembly from April 15-18, 2010 at the Pope John Paul II Pastoral Home of San Juan de los Lagos, Jalisco.
One hundred and sixty members from seven geographical regions in which the Association is divided participated with great enthusiasm and became animators in their local centers.
NICARAGUA

Sister Estela Gonzalez from Nicaragua announces her appointment as National Adviser.

“This year I am visiting different groups to offer them more support and to assist them to know better the apostolate they are bringing about.  In all of them I find joy and enthusiasm that form part of this beautiful Association.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Julio Adolfo Castellanos, National Director, sends us the following news:
“During the second week of March, the AMM in El Salvador participated actively in the organization and development of the celebration in honor of St. Louise de Marillac.  The celebration ended with a procession from San Jacinto Parish to the Metropolitan Cathedral of San Salvador where Archbishop José Luis Escobar Alas preached on the 350th anniversary of the death of St. Louise and St. Vincent. 

On April 18, the annual retreat was held with reflection on the rosary and the Virgin Mary as the first evangelizer.  All of these activities prepares us for the Marian Mission in May when communities and groups from the Vincentian Parish in San Salvador are daily visited.” 

THAILAND
Sister Violeta Cecilio, National Adviser, sends us the provincial bulletin “Kaen” where we can read the following about the AMM.
“The Association has distributed the Miraculous Medal to the faithful of the parish of St. Michael the Archangel, staffed by the Oblate Fathers of Immaculate Mary in Phanoythin.  It’s great that through this means the Virgin celebrates the many graces that her Son gives to us.  Very soon some members are going on a pilgrimage to the Chapel of the Apparitions in Paris.” 


OTHER NEWS
APPOINTMENTS
 With much joy we welcome Fr. José Alberto Rodriguez Mendoza as National Adviser of the Association in Venezuela.  We are grateful to Fr. Domingo Santaella for the work he performed when he was the National Adviser.

THANK YOU
We are grateful to the AMM in Australia for the monetary gift they have made to help us at the International Level.
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