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Bulletín N° 29
ANNUSAL MEETING OF THE GENRAL COUNCIL OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL ASSOCIATION 

On November 12-13, 2011 in Madrid, the General Council of the Miraculous Medal Association met.  The meeting followed the agenda that had been developed by Father Enrique Rivas, (Sub-director General).
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One of the more important reflections during our meeting involved the progress of the Association during 2011.  Twenty National Councils submitted [image: image5.jpg]


reports and this information provided us with an opportunity to dialogue on the realities that were presented to us. 
New National Statutes

Fourteen Councils have submitted new statutes that were drawn up in conformity with the General Statutes that were approved by the Vatican in April, 2010.  The members of the Council have distributed their analysis of the National Statutes in order to provide for their prompt approbation.

Indulgences in the new General Statutes

Father Vernaschi, CM has studied the manner of gaining these indulgences on the dates stipulated in #15 of the General Statutes.  There is a need to make a correction to this text and Father Enrique Rivas is now responsible for that task and will communicate this information to the members.

Projects submitted to the Commission on Systemic Change

A project from Cameroon was presented and approved … the project dealt with the cultivation and the commercialization of mushrooms.  Another project from Venezuela was also submitted but was not approved.

Participation in World Youth Day

Father Gregory Gay and Father Enrique Rivas reported on the participation of the Miraculous Medal Association in the activities of the Vincentian Youth Gathering that took place prior to the celebration of World Youth Day.  Sister Eusebio Nuño, a member of the Miraculous Medal Association in Madrid collaborated in the logistics for this gathering and Julio Adolfo Castellanos, a member of the General Council, collaborated in the formulation of the catechetical instruction: The Role of Mary in the life of young people.

Financial Report

Sister Carolina Flores presented a report on the revenues and expenses of the Association.  We are grateful for the support from eleven National Councils.

Other Matters

Father Enrique Rivas gave a report on other Associations that spread the Miraculous Medal.  The object of this report was to make us vigilant with regard to the message that these Associations communicate which on many occasions is done simply to obtain some economic benefit.

Other important matters were treated and we looked for ways of working together in order to achieve the aims of the Association.  We highlighted the fact that there are many wonderful benefits when the Visitors of the Congregation of the Mission and the Visitratrices of the Daughters of Charity become involved with the Association in their respective provinces.
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We were saddened by the decision of Father Enrique Rivas to resign as Sub-director General.  We are grateful for his ministry during these past years, a ministry that has enriched our Association.

We thanked God for the graces received during this meeting by celebrating the Eucharist in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal.  This celebration was presided over by Father Gregory Gay and was concelebrated by Father Enrique Rivas, the Visitors of Spain and other priests.

We are also grateful to Father Enrique for the manner in which he prepared for this meeting and for the ways in which we were received at the Provincial House of the Congregation of the Mission and the Daughters of Charity of the Saint Louise Province.
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, FATHER ENRIQUE 
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In 2008 Father Gregory Gay, CM, Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission and the Daughters of Charity and Director General of the Miraculous Medal Association, appointed Father Enrique Rivas, CM as Sub-director General of the Association.  From his office in Madrid he outlined three goals which he shared with the International Council at their meeting in 2008:

1. To engage in the process of renewing the General Statutes of the Association.

2. To animate the celebration of the Jubilee Year on the 100th anniversary of the Pontifical approval of the Association.  This celebration concluded with the III International Meeting.

3. To know and encourage the Miraculous Medal Association in all the countries where it is present and to do this especially through catechesis.

Three years later we can testify to the fact that these three goals have been accomplished through the leadership and untiring work of Father Enrique Rivas, CM.

At the end of 2008 he began to prepare for the III International Meeting for the purpose of renewing the International Statutes and celebrating the Jubilee Year that concluded in November 2009.  On April 14, 2010 he obtained Pontifical approval of the Statutes and for the remainder of that year (2010) and throughout 2011 he has encouraged the various countries to renew their National Statutes in light of the new International Statutes.  The different catechetical themes that were drawn up by Faher Enrique have created an atmosphere for deepening our understanding of these statutes.

At the conclusion of this mission we say to him: “Many thanks, Father Enrique, mission accomplished!  You have been able to fulfill that which you undertook as a mission!”

We join together in prayer and we ask God to bless Father abundantly for his dedication not only to the Church of Spain but to the Church throughout the world.  We are also grateful for his ministry with the Miraculous Medal Association.  We ask the all-powerful Virgin Mother to guide him, to enlighten him and to accompany him in the new ministry that he will assume.



Julio Adolfo Castellanos

Member of the General Council

LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

Twenty National Councils sent in an annual report in accord with Article 23.5 of the General Statutes.  We place before you some relevant news from each of these reports.

AFRICA

CAMEROON:  The members are involved in a financial project, namely, the commercialization of mushrooms and this project is intended to assist the poor.  This project is supported by the Commission for Systemic Change.  They are preparing for their first National Congress in July 2013.  They have presented their National Statutes for approval.

REPUBLIC OF CENTRAL AFRICA: In May 2011 Father Gregory Gay, Director General, was in the Republic of Central Africa and was able to testify to the fact that there are many members in our Association.  We presented to Father Gregory a brief history of our birth and our growth and highlighted the communion that exists among our members.

RWANDA: The Association in Rwanda is characterized by the fact that its members are university students.  These students took responsibility for organizing the activities that surrounded the 350th anniversary of the death of Saint Vincent and Saint Louise.  On November 27th they inaugurated and blessed the Miraculous Medal Chapel in Buranga.  They have presented their National Statutes for approval.

THE AMERICAS

BRAZIL:  The most important activity of the Association in this country was the celebration of their first National Gathering, the fruit of which was the elaboration of their National Statutes.  This is very encouraging since in this way different provinces of the Daughters of Charity and the Congregation of the Mission have become unified.  They have presented their National Statutes for approval. 

Sister Joaquina Camargo, DC spoke to us about the foundation of new groups and during the month of November the members were provided with formation around the theme of Mary is my life.

COLOMBIA: In the two provinces of the Daughters of Charity steps are being taken to formulate new National Statutes and it is hoped that very soon these Statutes will become a reality.  The members organized activities that provided for the growth of the groups and the establishment of new groups.

PERRYVILLE – USA:  In their report the members highlighted the financial resources that are made available to the poor.  They also collaborate with the Vincentian Marian Youth Group in the same area.  They have presented their new National Statutes for approval.

HONDURAS: Father Manuel Botet, CM, vice-coordinator of the Vincentian Family in Honduras expressed his desire to accompany the Association in Honduras and to do this before the departure of their present Advisor, Sister Juana Paula and Father Miguel Angel Renes, CM, who encouraged the members in a special manner.

NICARAGUA: In their report the members spoke about a National Gathering and II Marian Encounter with the theme: Mary, the model believer

PERU: The members were involved in activities with children and young women and men.  Through workshops entitled: Knowing Mary, they prepared for the feasts in November.  Their General Assembly in August approved the National Statues that have been presented for approval.

PUERTO RICO: The report of the members gives detailed information about the life of the Association in this country and Sister Iliana Suárez spoke about the activities of the Association in Miami, Florida of the United States.

EL SALVADOR: A lengthy report in which the members describe the enthusiastic work in which they are engaged.  They have presented their National Statutes for approval.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The activities of the groups include meetings of the National Council, formation workshops, retreats during the different liturgical seasons, etc.  They have presented their National Statutes for approval.

VENEZUELA: Their report gives a very clear idea of the life of the groups.  As members of the Vincentian Family they participated in a gathering under the theme: Defending life, committed to peace.

AUSTRALIA

The members have their own “Bulletin” which serves as a way of maintaining communication among the members and also as a means of providing the members with formation through the collaboration of the Daughters of Charity and the Missionary of the Congregation of the Mission.  Many members are involved in this process of formation and also participate in the annual retreat.  They provide financial assistance to the missions in the Cook Islands and the Fiji Islands.

EUROPE

SLOVAKIA: The members celebrated their second anniversary and there are now eighty groups that have been established by the different communities of the Daughters of Charity and the Missionaries of the Congregation of the Mission.  Their basic activity is common family prayer.  The General Statutes have been translated into Slovakian and the National Statutes are being translated so that they can be approved.

SLOVENIA: Their report refers to a constancy in membership and a faithfulness to personal prayer.  The members are also involved in the practice of charity and they have presented their new National Statutes for approval.

SPAIN: This year’s activities revolved around the renewal of the National Statutes which was accomplished through local, diocesan and national Assemblies.  Also the members come together and participate in monthly formation.

UKRAINE: Their report highlights the participation of Father Gregory Gay in a pilgrimage which emphasized the enthusiasm to live an active Christian life.  These pilgrimages are beautiful devotions in which the Miraculous Medal is presented.  Greek-Catholic parishes have asked for the image of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal and the medal itself.

Other countries that have presented their National Statutes for approval are: Austria, Haiti, Guatemala and Chile.  Fourteen countries have thus far submitted National Statutes.
FINANCIAL REPORT 

We are most grateful to the National Councils who during 2011 submitted their financial support which in turn allowed the Association to meet its necessary expenses.

These National Councils are:

· Australia

· Philadelphia, USA

· Spain

· Guatemala

· Honduras

· Mexico

· Nicaragua

· Peru

· Protugal

· El Salvador

· Dominican Republic

We remind those groups that have not submitted their quotas that one way of doing this is through the Provincial Treasurers of the Congregation of the Mission who will assure that these funds are given to the Treasurer of the Congregation in Rome.  We again thank you for your interest in this matter.
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF FR. ENRIQUE RIVAS 
A Savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord…

And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger…

Mary kept all these things in her heart.

Is it not possible that Mary lived in constant shadows?  

As she held the child in her arms would she not have been overwhelmed knowing that she was the mother of God?  When Mary was breast-feeding Jesus what must she have felt when she realized that she was nourishing the one who send manna to the people in the desert?  

When Mary arose each morning what must she have felt as she realized that she was in the presence of the One who fulfills all our dreams?   

When Mary embraced Jesus in her arms what must she have felt when she realized that she was giving warmth to One who made the sun rise?

How are you awed?  

May the face of God shine upon us and let us share in Mary’s awe.  We share our awe with all of you.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

	
	




Responsible for this edition: Sor Carolina Flores, D.C.  


ammintermex@yahoo.com.mx     www.amminter.org
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